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Description:
Why would anyone want a dog with a snout so deformed it can hardly breathe just because
it vaguely resembles the ones who used to fight bulls in Jolly Old England Whats so
alluring about a retriever with a pedigree that its owner can overlook the fact it's so
hobbled by hip dysplasia that it can't even play fetch Why is a pooch whose provenance
is an imperial palace deemed superior to one from the local pound What force is so
powerful that it can compel people to go against all rationality and morality when
selecting a pet Why, good old-fashioned snobbery!
Michael Brandow examines this peculiarly popular form of elitism in his social history
A MATTER OF BREEDING: A Biting History of Pedigree Dogs and How the Quest for Status Has
Harmed Man's Best Friend. Equal parts amusing and horrifying, this biting critique shows
what outrageous lengths humans have gone to, shaping dogs into almost unimaginable
shapes and sizes, in order to increase their own social status. This obsession has had
far-reaching consequences not only for our so-called best friend but also for us, as it
preserves beliefs about racial purity and class that we're no longer supposed to have.

Reviews
Mark Derr, author of How the Dog Became the Dog:
Michael Brandows A Matter of Breeding is at once a keenly observed memoir of his days
as a New York City dog walker, a thoroughly researched history of purebred dogs, and an
often biting social critique of people, their dogs, and the world they have made for
each other.

Alan M. Beck, Sc.D., Professor and Director of the Center for the Human-Animal Bond at
Purdue University:
A Matter of Breeding addresses a critical but often ignored ethical issuedog pedigrees.
Brandow exposes the underbelly of the dog fancy industry, showing what outrageous
lengths humans have gone toshaping dogs into almost unimaginable shapes and sizesin
order to increase their own social status. This book is not only incredibly important
but is a delightful read with fascinating insights into the history and psychology of
the pure bred dog world.

