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In SINCE WE FELL, Rachel Childs, a once-successful reporter who suffered a nmenta
breakdown, lives as a virtual shut-in. In all other respects, however, she enjoys an
ideal life with an ideal husband. Until a chance encounter on a rainy afternoon causes

that ideal life to fray. As does Rachels narriage. As does Rachel herself. Sucked into a
conspiracy thick with deception, violence, and possibly madness, Rachel nust find the
strength within herself to conquer uninaginable fears and nmind-altering truths. By turns
heart br eaki ng, suspenseful, romantic, and sophisticated, SINCE WE FELL is a novel of

pr of ound psychol ogi cal insight and tension. It is Dennis Lehane at his very best.

Revi ews
The New York Tines:

Lehane remai ns one of the great, diabolical thriller kings who seens intinmately
acquai nted with darkness and can nake it seep fromthe page or screen. A line of
di al ogue like Ch, ho, ho, nmy man, lets not push ne tonight, delivered with brittle
levity, carries nore nenace than any outright threat could. Rachel works extrenely well
as the focus of the book. Lehane has always witten wenching female characters into his
stories, and he has no trouble giving center stage to one.

The Ti nes Book Revi ew:

The high-wire act Lehane has managed to craft a character thriller, a psychol ogi ca
nail -biter based on real enotion and relatable anxiety [is] the rarest kind of
page-turner, one in which character, not plot, drives the books addictiveness...| |oved
wat chi ng the author wal k the tightrope of deeper questions, was thrilled to see himpush
t he boundaries of human understanding for its own nerits.

Booklist (starred review: A lot of thrillers boast twi sty plots, but Lehane plies
his corkscrew on nmore than the story |line. The nbod and pace of the novel change
directions, too, jumping fromthoughtful character study to full-on suspense thriller,
like a car careeni ng down San Franci scos Lonmbard Street, cautiously at one noment,
hel | -bent at another. But this narrative vehicle never veers out of control, and when
Lehane hits the afterburners in the |ast 50 pages, he produces one of crine fictions
nost exciting and well-orchestrated finalesrife with dramatic tension and buttressed by
ri ch psychol ogi cal interplay between the characters. Dont be surprised if Since W Fel
nmakes readers forget about that other psychological thriller featuring an unstable
her oi ne named Rachel

The Chi cago Tri bune:

Lehane's wi cked-snart "Since W Fell" begins with what | ooks |ike a conclusion: "On a
Tuesday in May, in her thirty-seventh year, Rachel shot her husband dead." As you mni ght
expect, the book then flashes back to events that lay out the secrets and lies |eading
up to the shooting which, | hasten to add, ends with the victimnouthing the words "I
| ove you." But Lehane so conpletely defies expectations, you get the feeling he's as
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interested in fooling his characters as he is in fooling us. Free of the period demands
of his excellent recent novels, Lehane is in feisty form channeling classic noir with
cutting irony. As ever, he has you falling for his seemingly effortless comand as a
witer and the ease with which he sinks his hooks into you.

The Washi ngt on Post :

Ther es not hi ng dubi ous about the nmerits here. Lehane is in conmand of what hes doing
unspooling plot twi sts and devel opi ng his character as Rachel descends into her own
heart of darkness.

The Associ at ed Press:

Lehane inbues "Since W Fell" with an intense character study, show ng why Rache
becane so troubled and how she will delve into the strength she didn't know she had.
When vi ol ence enters Rachel's life, it's as shocking as any of the action in Lehane's
har d- boi | ed novel s.

In each novel, Lehane has stretched hinself and taken chances with his stories. "Since
We Fell" meets his high standards, show ng the power of introspection and |ove and,
yes, it is a crine story.

The Newark Star Ledger:

It's riddled with tension, alnbst frombeginning to end. Which is to say you're likely
to wake up bl eary-eyed until you finish it. You nay even decide to call in sick so you
don't have to stop reading. It's sweaty palns all the way, as |ayer upon |ayer of
revel ati ons erode Rachel's new y-repossessed sel f-confidence, and put her life in
danger. |f suspense and terror are your thing, "Since W Fell" is your next nust-read.

The Providence Journal: Lehane staked his claimto the top of bestseller lists with
the likes of Mystic River and Shutter Island. H s latest stands on its own as a tortuous
character study that nmakes Since W Fell a riveting exercise in psychol ogi cal suspense.

The Age:

Since W Fell is quite unlike anything Lehane has witten before, although the witing
is, as always, elegant and deft. Thi nk Gone Baby Gone, Mystic River and Shutter
Island...Hang in there for the change of gears and a fast pedal to the unexpected
finishing line.

The Seattle Tines:

Set again in contenporary Boston, Since W Fell is essentially a nuanced and
i nsi ghtful character study, conmbining the best of literary fiction with strong,
conpel l'ing el enents of psychol ogi cal suspense and the thriller genre. Toss in Lehanes
form dabl e but unpretentious prose and youve got a nmjor W nner.

The Col unbus Di spat ch:

Lehane is a master of pacing, setting up questions and then w thhol ding their answers
just long enough. At first, the questions of Rachels paternity and her notives for
killing her husband run in tandem taking turns dom nating the narrative. Later
nor e- pressi ng questions arise, stepping up the tenpo. What separates Lehane fromthe
usual run of thriller witers is the way he allows thought and enotion to rough up the
slick surface of his prose, pausing to snag the readers attention with a description of
a sky the dark of Germanic fairy tales and solar eclipses or, for exanple, the sudden
uncertain snmle of a man who had, at sone point in his life, been conditioned to ask for
per m ssion before he expressed joy.

The Irish Tines:
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There are no grotesques here, no facile cliffhangers, no red herrings so obviously

stale theyre stinking the joint. Since W Fell is a deliciously old-fashi oned nel odrama
about ordinary people doing extraordinary things, a brilliantly unconventional donestic
noir that confirms Lehanes nmastery of the crinme narrative in all its varied forns.

Kirkus (starred review:

Dont zoomthrough this latest entry in Lehanes illustrious body of work. Youll mss
plenty of intrigue, intricacies, and enptional subtleties. The clinical termfor what
ails journalist Rachel Childs is agoraphobia. Even if the termdidn't appear twice in
the novel, it'd be easy enough for the reader to identifyand identify w thher pain
t hanks to Lehanes delicate, incisive rendering of her various synptons. \Wat seens at
the start to be an edgy psychol ogi cal mystery seam essly transforms into a crafty,

i ngenious tale of nurder and deceptionand a deeply resonant account of one womans effort
to heal deep wounds that dont easily show.

Publ i shers Weekl y:

Set in contenporary Boston, this expertly wought character study masqueradi ng as a
thriller from Edgar-w nner Lehane features his first-ever femal e protagoni st. The books
conspiracy plot doesnt cut the deepest; its Lehanes intensely intimte portrayal of a
worman tornented by her own m nd.

Li t Hub:

Any new Lehane book is cause for celebration, but this one, a standal one with Lehane
narrating for the first tine froma female point of view, should have crine fiction fans
busting out the bottle rockets and chanpagne. Rachel Childs was a broadcast journali st
at the top of her game until she succunbed to crippling public panic attacks after
covering the Haitian earthquake and its violent aftermath. Living as a virtual shut in
shes married to Brian Del acroi x, a businessman who owns a mning concern and travels a
| ot but otherwi se seens the ideal husband. But its Lehane, so everyone i s running some
kind of con. This is the rare book that works seam essly on the thene, the plot, and the
sentence levels. Its inpossible not to succunb to Fell

BookPage:
Denni s Lehane has a gift for discerning beautiful ruins amd the shattered lives of his
characters. Wth Since W Fell, hes done it again, weaving a piercing thriller out of

secrets, paranoia and what |ife can becone when darkness is the only thing that stirs
you anynore. The right storyteller can forge trust with readers, a bond that allows the
tale to go anywhere. Lehane wields that talent masterfully. H s confident, precise prose
makes you lean in until you want nothing nore than to know his heroine conpletely, only
to be surprised as the thriller trap snaps shut. Wth Since W Fell, Lehane further
cenents his reputation as one of our finest crine witers, forging an unforgettable
character and then driving her deep into page-turning thriller territory with the deft
hand of an ol d naster.

The Tanpa Bay Tines:

Since W Fell feels distinctly cinematic...Its dialogue is crisp and often darkly
funny, its characters vividly drawn, its plot a tightening wire of well-crafted
suspense. Since W Fell takes off like a rocket, and | won't give any of it away. Trust
nme, you'll be glad | didn't. Suffice it to say that anyone who has read Mystic River or
Shutter Island (or seen the novies based on them) knows that questions of identity,
menory and reality have | ong been Lehane's raw material and that, along with being one
of the best crinme fiction witers in the business, he's also an adept, insightfu
chroni cl er of romance.


https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/dennis-lehane/since-we-fell/
http://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-06-212938-3
http://bookpage.com/reviews/21226-dennis-lehane-since-we-fell#.WQifsInysk8
https://www.tampabay.com/features/books/review-lehanes-since-we-fell-a-sleek-smart-and-surprising-thriller/2322462/

The Guardi an:

Denni s Lehanes invigorating Since W Fell bears traces of his magnum opus, Mstic
Ri ver. After a breakdown, ex-journalist Rachel Charles lives a reclusive life. She has,
however, a supportive husband until a chance encounter snatches away everything she
hol ds dear. Wth sharply acute characterisation, this is classic Lehane.

Gllian Flynn, author of GONE G RL:

Lehane has witten two booksone, an insightful exam nation of the search for identity
and bel onging, and two, a thriller that constantly |eaves you guessi ngand then snmashed
them together into one terrific read. Lehane is the master of conplex human characters
thrust into suspenseful, page-turning situations. In short, | hate him But IIl read
anything he wites.

Janes Lee Burke, author of the "Dave Robi cheaux" series:

Denni s Lehanes Mystic River is perhaps the best crime novel in the English | anguage.
In Since W Fell we see the same enornpus talent and literary skill that has
characterized his other work. Few use | anguage that has such raw power. His ability to
create levels of tension that cause the reader to sweat in a cold roomhas no peer. This
story is hard to put down. The nystery and intrigue never let go; the heart-racing tenpo
and twi sts and turns are engagi ng and unexpected all the way down the track

Lee Child, author of the "Jack Reacher" series:

Conpl ex, tense, conpelling, and an enotional and strategic hall of mrrors, where
nothing is what it seens - but | would foll ow Denni s Lehane anywhere.

Kate Atkinson, author of A GOD IN RU NS and LI FE AFTER LI FE

The nost thrilling novel 11l read all year. Since We Fell is simering with enption
nmenace, and hunor. | loved it.

Ri chard Price, author of THE WANDERERS and LUSH LI FE

One doesn't 'read' Since W Fell so much as plunge and tunble through its pages like a
raft in white water. It's a sweet bullet of a book, full of nuanced characterizations, a
masterful evocation of tinme and place, and a seductive narrative voice. The publication
of any Dennis Lehane novel calls for a celebration, but I think Since W Fell calls for
t he biggest party of themall

Kristin Hannah, author of THE N GHTI NGALE

Once you pick up a Dennis Lehane novel you're hooked. It's just that sinple. Since W
Fell is a conplex, conpelling, page-turner of a novel froma master storyteller at the
top of his gane.
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