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Descri pti on:
A meticul ously reported exposé uncovers exactly how the drug industry boosts sal es and
bil ks consumers in the nost lucrative prescription drug market in the world.

As the pharnmaceutical industry invests nore and nore in the devel opment of new drugs,
true breakthroughs are few and far between. Into the breach cones a panoply of
product-1ine extensions and ne-too drugs ai med at grabbi ng market share. The industry
plows its high profits back into research, but invests an equal or greater sumin
flogging its products in every inmaginable venue. Research studies are designed to
support marketing clains. Many doctors all over the country get their first information
about new drugs from a sal esperson. And, increasingly, prescription drugs are pitched to
consunmers on TV and the internet with i nages of hope, terror, or chic. Evidence-based
practice guidelines, which endeavor to get the right medicines to those who will benefit
nost, can't be heard over the din

Havi ng created an unprecedented nunber of "megabrands” -- bl ockbuster drugs w th huge
sal es -- and undergone an extraordi nary wave of consolidation, some drug compani es now
find themselves in a precarious position. Patents are expiring on flagship products. In
order to sustain the gromh Wall Street has cone to expect, these conpanies must produce
billions of dollars worth of new revenue -- fast. But can Anericans continue to bankrol
Operation Gow Big Pharnma Must we swallow the bad with the good
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A highly informative description of how and why drug conpani es are such powerful
successful businesses.



