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Descri pti on:

Amanda McCready was four years old when she vani shed froma Boston suburb in 1997.
Desperate pleas for help fromthe childs aunt |ed savvy, tough-nosed investigators
Kenzie and Gennaro to take on the case. The pair risked everything to find the young
girl only to orchestrate her return to a neglectful nother and a broken hone.

Now Amanda is 16 and gone again. A stellar student, brilliant but aloof, she seened
destined to escape her upbringing. Yet Amandas aunt is once nore knocking at Patrick
Kenzi es door, fearing the worst for the little girl who has blossonmed into a striking,
bri ght young wonman who hasnt been seen in two weeks.

Haunted by the past, Kenzie and Gennaro revisit the case that troubled themthe nost,
following a 12-year trail of secrets and |lies down the darkest alleys of Bostons gritty,
bl ue-collar streets. Assuring thenselves that this tine will be different, they vowto
make good on their promse to find Anmanda and see that she is safe. But their
determ nation to do the right thing holds dark inplications Kenzie and Gennaro arent
prepared for ... consequences that could cost themnot only Amandas life, but their own.

Revi ews
The New Yor k Tines:

What can keep Moonlight Mle from headi ng down an overly well-trodden path Only the
conviction with which M. Lehane breathes life into these characters. Unlike the usua
sequel witer who sinply puts old creations through new paces, M. Lehane registers a
deep affection for the Kenzie-Gennaro team and a passionate involvenent in their
probl ens. And he treats each book in this series as an occasion for wonderi ng what kind
of world can produce the depravity that each new plotline describes.

Washi ngt on Post :

In the decade between the | ast Kenzie-Gennaro book and this one, Lehane has nade
guantum | eaps as a craftsman: H s breakthrough novel, Mystic River enconpassed nyri ad
perspectives and ultimtely approached the |level of Geek tragedy, and The G ven Day an
epic history of early 20th-century Boston, revealed a witer brimmng with even greater
anbitions. Still, Monlight Mle should hardly be considered a step back. Instead,
Lehane is a witer bringing new confidence and an easy prowess to a new chapter in an
epic story -- the Kenzi e-Gennaro saga.

Chi cago Tri bune:



Lehane's new novel Mowonlight Mle is yet nore proof that the author is as much socia

hi storian as nmystery witer, and that his true literary forefathers include John
St ei nbeck as well as Raynond Chandl er. Lehane's breakout hit was Mystic River (2001),
turned into a gripping filmby director dint Eastwood, and the author has done the sane
thing here as he did there. He has precisely defined the gradations of class in Anerican
life -- and illustrated the distorting downward push of econonic pressures -- through a
fast-paced, heartbreaking story. Nobody pokes his nose into the crummy apartnments and
seedy bars and trash-packed all eys and enotional nesses of lower-class life with nore
observational rigor than Lehane.

The plot of Mowonlight Mle flies at you fast and sinks its hooks into you for

keeps. But the heart of Monlight Mle, and the aspect of Lehane's work that lifts it
cl eanly above other crinme fiction the way a grappling hook can raise a body froma
quarry pond, is his deep, visceral understanding of poverty's effect on the human
psyche, of how the constant throb of hunger can disfigure anybody's good nature and
grand anbitions.

Just as Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wath (1939) told the story of one Depression
Lehane's Moonlight Mle begins to tell the story of another one. The latter is a nifty
detective story, yes, but it's also nore than that: It's an indictrment of the tines
t hensel ves, and a passionate hunt for the real crimnals.

Kirkus Reviews (starred):

A nmodern nmaster of suspense revives the series that initially earned hima hard-core
fol | owi ng.

Bef ore Lehane attracted a lot nore attention through the filmadaptation of his Mstic
Ri ver (2001) and then nmade a nmajor literary leap with The G ven Day (2008), the author
had built a loyal fan base through a series of detective novels featuring Patrick Kenzie
and Angela Gennaro. In this sequel to CGone, Baby, CGone (1998), they are no |onger
partners as Boston private investigators but a narried couple with a four-year-old
daughter. Patrick freelances for a venerable firmthat caters to the city's power elite,
where he westles with the norality of his work but hopes for a full-time job. Wile
Angi e finishes grad school, they are all but broke. Twelve years earlier, theyd been
racked by the case of a ki dnapped four-year-old, Amanda MCready, when they rescued her
froma couple who only wanted the best for her and returned her to her unfit nother. Now
Amanda has di sappeared again, and Patrick nust decide whether to revisit a case that had
caused his estrangement from Angie for over a year, and which now could threaten their
donesticity and their daughter. As a return to earlier formfor Lehane, the novel |acks
t he psychol ogi cal depth and thematic anbition of his recent work, but its w se-cracking
di al ogue, page-turning (though convol uted) plot and protagonists who are all the nore
likable for their flaws extend the addictive spirit of the series. "Wen your daughter
asks what you stand for, dont you want to be able to answer her" Angi e challenges her
husband. To do so, he becones enneshed with the Russian Mb, shifting allegiances and a
Wi se- beyond- her-years, 16-year-old Amanda, who rubs his nose in the aftereffects of his
earlier involvenent with her. By the breathless clinmax, it nay appear that this book is
the last in the series. But Lehane has fool ed us before.

VWl cone back.

Christian Sci ence Monitor:

Lehane's interest in investigating noral anbiguity and a genuine affection for his
characters makes Monlight Mle a satisfying send-off.



Li brary Jour nal

The haunting concl usi on of Gone, Baby, Gone obviously resonated with the author, as the
result is this satisfying sequel. Longtine readers will appreciate how Lehane's

prot agoni sts have believably aged. The resolution, while sad to series fans, nakes
perfect sense.

USA Today:

In many ways, the novel is an homage to happy famly life. It's a deft delivery system
for a story that nmixes guts, betrayal and the inmportance of good values. It's also a
sublime | ove story about what really matters in the grand scheme of things. Lehane says
this may be the |ast novel he wites about Kenzie and Gennaro. If that's the case, it's
a heck of a way to go out.

Houst on Chroni cl e:

Gven that this is Lehane witing, the novel offers intense and violent action
brilliantly evoked Boston and surroundi ng | ocal es, an assortnent of finely etched

i ndi viduals skilled in thuggery, various awful parents, and a conplicated knot of a pl ot
with surprise twists to spare

Dal | as Morni ng News:

You al ways | earn sonethi ng new when readi ng Lehane. Here, he'll have you flipping pages
as fast as you can, loving the pace and danger, all the while pondering how far your own
noral conpass mnight wobble away fromtrue north under the right circunstances.

Kansas City Star:

Moonlight Mle is a quieter outing than Lehane's previous novels in this series, but no
| ess gripping. Lehane delivers an enotional story that connects with the characters
capacity to grow. Patrick isn't as sure of his noral conpass he once was as he
negotiates a | abyrinth of choices and conprom ses. Lehane's reoccurring thenes of noral
anmbiguity and the | oss of innocence receive a thorough workout in Monlight Mle.

Moonlight Mle is a worthy return for Lehane's iconic characters.

Denver Post:

Moonlight MIle is everything that Lehane readers have cone to expect: a tight story
filliped with unexpected turns, delivered in prose that goes down easily. Compul sively
readabl e, the duo at its heart is well worth spending time with. The story ends too soon
-- not because the ending is abrupt or unsatisfying; the conclusion absolutely works.

But it's too soon to | eave Kenzie and Gennaro behind. They are addicting characters with
a world of adventure, and developing lives, in front of them

San Jose Mercury News:

It's first-rate storytelling. The back stories are |ayered and unpredictable, including
the people in Ananda's life -- apparent friends and foes -- and how they got that way.



Lehane does a brilliant job of building the story, providing nmultiple surprises that
| eave the reader wi de-eyed. He al so does a superb job of showing that white is sonetinmes
bl ack and that the concept of "obvious" rarely exists with his all-too-hunan characters.

Col unbus Di spat ch:

Lehane knows how to get equally valid chills and | aughs out of the same situation
throwing the reader for a wel conme | oop. H s Russian nobsters are both intentionally and
unintentionally funny as well as fully horrifying, and Patrick, the narrator, is as nuch
patsy as hero. The dial ogue pops with energy.

Virginia Pilot:

Moonlight Mle is the kind of detective novel that brings out the reviewers cliches --

nmesneri zi ng, page-turning, pulsating -- but they're all true. | regretted putting it
down at night and had to stop nyself fromdismssing my own work to read it the very
next norning.But | can honestly say youll love this novel -- if you like smart dial ogue,

conpel ling characters and plot, and thought-provoking ideas.

Lansi ng State Journal

Lehane is one of Anerica's best crinme novelists; this book could easily becone as
nenorable a filmas two of his other spellbinding novels, Mystic River and Shutter
I sl and.

Fl ori da Ti mes- Uni on:

Even though it takes a slightly different path than other Lehane books, npbst |ong-tine
fans will lap up this hot-off-the-presses thriller. It will send Lehane first-tinmers to
the stacks searching for earlier titles.

The | ndependent:

Moonlight Mle is an excellent thriller because it takes its conpetent hero and heroine
and puts themout of their depth. The very integrity with which they approach life --
and their sense that victinms and villains can be told apart -- makes them vul nerabl e.
Lehane is as skilful as ever with plot, action and an evocative sense of Boston's
suburbs, but the real strength of this coda to a series lies in the way it interrogates
and subverts the val ues on which the books -- and their genre -- are built.

Daily Mil

Lehane is one of the great contemporary Anerican crine witers.

Sunday Tel egraph (UK):

Denni s Lehane, now best known for Hol |l ywdod adaptations of his novels Mystic River and
Shutter Island, was once content to wite superior nysteries featuring a husband and
wi fe team conprising Patrick Kenzie and Angi e Gennaro. Moonlight Mle reunites them --
physically and professionally -- to investigate the di sappearance of a girl whose



original departure caused themto split up. Confused You wont be as Lehane brilliantly
uses an ethical dilenma -- which cones first: the law or personal norality -- to explore
the wintry wastes of Boston in the United States of Recession. The clinmactic bl oodbath
in which a bunch of grotesque Russians turn on each other is eclipsed by Kenzie's

per sonal epi phany which has himthrow away his Colt .45 for ever. Still, one hopes it
won't be difficult for himto buy another one.

Eveni ng Standard (UK):

The intriguing nmystery can be encapsul ated thus: five people walk into a room two die
but four wal k out

The ingenious solution is just one of the pleasures of this tale of Boston blues. Each
character is described with econony and wit and the portrait of the detective duo's
spi ky but loving marriage rings true.

There are several very nmessy deaths and yet the nopst inpressive aspect of the novel is
the way that Lehane shows the psychol ogical effects of having to deal with damaged
peopl e day after day. It's enough to make anyone, including Kenzie, decide to change
their life.

Metro (UK):

Moonlight Mle is a good thriller that doesn't shy away from questi ons of noral
responsi bility, and maintains a quick-fire pace and winning line in repartee.

Sunday Herald (UK):

This book reflects a dark mrror imge of its predecessor, and is as tough and | ean as
The G ven Day was | ong and detail ed. Lehane creates strong characters through fast

di al ogue rather than descriptions. But witing a followup to an earlier novel and
succunbi ng again to a series is not a step backwards. It boasts a conbi nation of surface
pace and noral depth that few can match.

Daily Record (UK):

Moonl i ght M1l e proves once again that Lehane is worthy of the hype.

Morni ng Star (UK):

The result is a glorious Lehane classic -- funny, angry, intelligent and thrilling.



