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Descri pti on:
Tracing the incredible journey of the elephant in the United States, Behenoth offers the
ast oni shing history of one of America' s nost bel oved creatures.

If the country's official nmascot is an eagle, then its unofficial mascot is the
el ephant. Since arriving in Anerica in 1796, el ephants have been involved in the social
commercial, and political business of the nation. First, they worked on pioneer farns,
mlls, mnes, and railroads. Later, sonme el ephants went to Holl ywood, while others
pl ayed professional baseball. Over centuries, the el ephant has becone an unparall el ed
synmbol in the American inagination

El ephants contributed to the national discourse on civil rights, inmmgration
capitalism the Depression, the future of electricity in America, and the spirit of the
Republican Party. They becane so deeply ingrained in the Anerican way of life that they
were accorded the rights of Anerican citizenship, including the right to vote and the
right to provide testinony under oath in a court of law. They were even held to the sane
hi gh noral and | egal standards as hunmans: when they broke the |aw -- whether for
vagrancy, theft, or preneditated nmurder -- they were often sent to prison or brutally
execut ed.

I n Behenoth, Ronald B. Tobias, a natural historian and fil mrmaker, has witten the
first conprehensive history of the elephant in Arerica. As tragic as it is comc, this
enthralling chronicle traces the indelible footprint of the el ephant on American
cul ture.

Revi ews
Publ i shers Weekl y:

This book is a vital history lesson on the nyriad ways el ephants have perneated
Anerican culture, fromTaft to Dunbo.

Ki rkus Revi ews:

A personabl e exploration of how the pachyderm has inpacted Anerica since its arrival in
1796. ... fasci nati ng, conprehensive reading on the giants of the big top and beyond.

The Boston Q@ obe:

In his thoroughly entertaining history of elephants in America, Tobias nuses on ani ma



behavi or, human psychol ogy, and the business of the circus. Mst insightfully, he | ooks
at the el ephant as stand-in for America itself. In the 19th century a new expression
arose: to see the elephant. It inplied the |oss of innocence and the cost of experience,
Tobias wites. The el ephant, in this formulation, was joy and pain, success and failure,
freedom and sl avery, and, nost of all, he was |ife and death.

Psychol ogy Today:

This carefully researched, well witten, and easy to read book contains countless facts
and stories about the kal ei doscopic history, ranging fromtragic to comc, of these
magni fi cent beings -- how t hey have been worshi pped, treasured, used and abused in
NUNMer ouUS venues.

| can't say enough about this book and | heartily recommend it.

Marc Bekoff, author of The Enotional Lives of Aninmals:

Behemoth is a fitting title for this nost wel coned book about el ephants -- huge,
magni fi cent, and sentient beings with | egendary nmenories -- who have captured the hearts
of innunerabl e people. Ronald Tobias's book is a wonderful read, packed with detail ed
i nformation about these iconic aninals.

Davi d Hancocks, author of A Different Nature:

Behemoth reveal s in devastating detail the 200-year history of the el ephant in Anerica.
Ronal d Tobi as's meticul ous research shoul d encourage us to make the future for these
animals a brighter, nore respectful, and nore caring epi sode.

John Hem nway, author of Yonder and producer/director of the National Geographic
special Battle for the El ephants:

Carefully researched and el egantly witten, Ronald Tobias's book brings shape and col or
to Anerica's longstanding tradition of hucksterism-this tinme, at the expense of the
world' s largest |and animal

Dr. Rob Atkinson, fornmer Chief Executive Oficer, The El ephant Sanctuary in Tennessee

In his uni que book Behenoth, Ronald Tobias brilliantly weaves the story of captive
el ephants into the very fabric of Anericas history, revealing the delight and the
horror, the glory and the grief, until the reader hangs his head and vows that they
shal | never again suffer as they have and, disturbingly, still do.

Ed Stewart, Co-Founder and President, Perform ng Aninal Welfare Society:

Behermoth is an astounding collection of everything el ephant in Arerica: the npst
magni fi cent animals on earth against small, exploitive humans. The battle continues, and
the el ephants are | osing.



