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Descri pti on:

Kari Vaara is recovering fromthe physical and enotional toll of solving the Lisbet
Soder |l und case when hes approached with a plea: an Estonian woman begs himto find her
daughter, Loviise, a young woman wi th Down syndrone who was promi sed work and a better
life in Finland...and has since di sappeared.

One nore missing girl is a drop in the barrel for a police departnent that is

under st affed and overburdened, but for Kari, the case is personal: its a chance for
redenption, to help the victinms his failed black-ops unit was intended to save, and to
prove to his estranged wife, Kate, that hes still the man he once was. His search wll

lead himfromthe glittering world of Helsinkis high-class clubs to the darkest circles
of Finlands underground trade in trafficked wonen...and straight into the path of
Lovii ses captors, who nmay be sone of the npbst untouchable people in the country.

Revi ews
Bookl i st :

Nonst op acti on nake this one read fans of Scandia noir will especially |ike.

The Associ ated Press:

Thonpson stands out fromthat crowd [Stieg Larsson, Henning Mankell, Jo Nesbo, Arnal dur
I ndri dason, and Yrsa Sigurdardottir] by witing in English and telling Vaara's gritty
narrative in the first person

J. Kingston Pierce for Kirkus Reviews' Mysteries and Thrillers bl og:

Aut hor Thonpson was born in Kentucky, but he's lived in Finland | ong enough to
assimlate the Nordic fondness for bleak, enotionally riveting crime stories. The vigor
of Thonmpson's storytelling is a thing to behol d.

Bl oomber g News:
Its mayhem with an appreciatively leering wt.

Its not a book for the fainthearted. Still, if you hanker for a gory trip into the
Hel si nki underworld -- and yearn for a taste of tar-infused salnon -- this tough, spare
novel is worth the read.
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Publ i shers Weekl y:

Edgar-finalist Thonpson's conpelling fourth Insp. Kari Vaara thriller shows the Finnish
hom ci de detective to be not so rmuch hard-boil ed as deep-frozen. Kentucki an Thonpson
draws on his long residence in Finland to convincingly portray a grungy northern
underworl d filled with neo-Nazis, intelligence spooks, and Russi an nobsters.

Eli zabeth A. Wiite, syndicated col umi st:

James Thonpson has created an i mensely conpelling and conplicated character in Kar
Vaar a.

And it's that level of realism in everything fromthe harsh Finnish weather to Vaara's
calculating attitude to the often graphic violence depicted, that el evates the Kar

Vaara series to sonething nore than "just” crime fiction. Thonpson has repeatedly
denponstrated a willingness to tackle serious and often touchy societal issues in his
fiction -- Finns' substance abuse and enotional isolation in Snow Angels, Finland' s
conplicity with the Nazis during World War Il in Lucifer's Tears, Finnish nationalism
and anti-inmmgrant sentiment/racismin Helsinki Wiite -- but he has the skill as a
storyteller to conbine his intelligent and provocative social commentary with intense
and engaging plots in an incredibly smooth and seam ess nanner

It all makes for a series which both educates and entertains, and which consistently
rai ses the bar on itself. Thonpson has said that Hel sinki Blood waps up an arc and that
there is sonething conpletely newin store for Vaara and his team | can't wait to find
out what that is.

BookPage:

Hel sinki Bl ood, a dark and gritty thriller, nmarks yet another great installment in a
first-rate series.

The Rap Sheet:

The Kentucky-born, Finland-1iving Thonpson knows how to pen enotionally riveting crinme
stories, as dark as a Nordic winter. But it's a welcone surprise to find a ray of actua
hope in the closing pages of Helsinki Blood. It seenms Kari Vaara will live to be
nmal treat ed anot her day.

Bookr eporter.com

Thonmpson covers the waterfront of noir crine fiction to a degree and nanner that few
can match.

Thonmpson puts one in the mind of Ken Bruen, and while the literary styles of the two
men are very different, they are truly sons of different nothers, with Bruens Jack

Tayl or and Thonpsons Vaara bl ood cousins. At one point | literally stood up and
screamed, NO NO You cant DO that! Thonmpson could do it, of course, and he did. As
Bruen often does, Thonpson goes head first and full in where both angels and denons fear

to tread. For those who picture Finland as a dull sort of place where little but fishing
occurs, an afternoon with Thonpson and Hel sinki Blood will change your waking and
sl eeping inpressions of that country forever.

Denver Post:

An English wag, noting the increasing nunber of crime novels com ng out of Scandi navi a,
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referred to themas "lnspector Norse" books, a salute to Colin Dexter's now conpl eted
series featuring Oxford copper |Inspector Mrris. Mst are fully honegrown, but Janes
Thonpson's Finnish series is froma Kentucky-born witer who noved to Hel sinki 15 years
ago. That's enough tinme to know the culture and enough di stance to exanine it through
the eyes of an outsider

The result is a painstaking and equally painful, alnpbst surreal, rush through the
various strata of Finnish society as Inspector Kari Vaara battles his own denons in his
quest to find a young Estonian worman with Down syndronme who just may have fallen into
t he hands of powerful nen who traffic in the lucrative sex trade. It's a tough book
beautifully and hauntingly told.

Li brary Journal Prepub Alert:

Kent ucky-born Thonpson now lives in Finland, so he got that chilly Scandinavi an nood
just right with his debut, Snow Angels, noninated for the Edgar, the Anthony, and the
Strand Magazine Critics Award. In his fourth work starring Finnish detective Kari Vaara,
an Estoni an wonen asks Vaara to find her Down syndronme daughter, m ssing since she went
to Finland after being prom sed better work. Vaara junps at the chance to prove hinself,
but the culprits may be beyond his reach

Ki r kus Revi ews:

Kent ucky-nati ve Thonpson has created in Kari a hero as dyspeptic as Kurt \Wall ander and
as prone to vigilante justice as Harry Hol e.

Seattle Tines:

Over in Finland, hom cide detective Kari Vaara returns in Helsinki Blood by Janmes
Thonpson, an Anerican and |longtine resident there.

Vaara, violent and unpredictable, is not doing well. He's in agonizing physical pain
fromhis last case. H's beloved wife has deserted himand their infant daughter. Not to
nmention that bad guys are after the fortune that Vaara and two col | eagues have stol en
(No one ever said that Vaara's an angel.)

Keeping the cop's world fromfalling apart is his |Ioyal posse of friends. They rally
round to care for Vaara and the baby and find his wife. Meanwhile, Vaara privately takes
on the case of an Estonian girl who may have been lured into the sex trade -- a job that
he hopes will absolve himof previous sins and win his wife back

C.J. Box, New York Times bestselling author of Force of Nature and Breaki ng Point:

Janmes Thonpson's prose bl end of chilly Scandi navi an at nbosphere and dark Sout hern Gothic
is unique and jolting, like an ice-cold straight razor slashed across sweaty flesh. In
Hel si nki Bl ood there are equal neasures of violence, detection, pathos, blood...and
finally, sweet redenption.

M J. MG ath, author of White Heat and The Boy in the Snow

Hel sinki Blood is as dark and bracing as a Nordic winter...Kari Vaara bl asts ot her
maveri ck cops out of the (icy) water



Lei ght on Gage, author of Bl ood of the Wcked:

I can't get enough of this author. No one wites noir better, Nordic or otherw se.

Quentin Bates, author of Frozen Assets and Cold Confort:

I nspector Kari Vaara's l|latest nightmare barrels along at a breakneck pace as he faces
enemi es on his doorstep as well as his own denons within. James Thonpson's spare,
no-frills action is straight to the point. Helsinki Blood as raw as it gets, it doesnt
pause for breath and it and takes no prisoners.

Ri chard Godwi n, author of M. d anour:

If you want to read crime fiction that is distinctive, read this. There have been many
conpari sons of Thompsons style to other Nordic witers, but | think the anal ogi es fal
short and miss sonething that has energed fromthe dual culture at work in his novels.
He is not a native of Finland and that gives himan edge. Thonpson has carved his own
particular niche out of the first rate witing com ng out of the Nordic countries, and
it is one that |eaves you thirsty for nore. There is a conbination here of a precise
cold scal pel and humanity. Thonpson is an inheritor of Gothic Noir, and creator of the
det ached and i nvol ved, the ruined and redeened Vaara, an |nspector who enbodies all the
contradictions that inhabit a life. | highly recomrend this.

Jenn' s Bookshel ves:

Ive been a fan of this series fromthe beginning and it has been quite an interesting
journey watching Karis character devolve into a cold, uncaring and incredibly flawed
character.

The majority of this novel is quite dark which seens to be a tradenmark of Thonpsons
witing, the cold Finnish clinate seeping into the souls of Kari and his crew. ... That
said, ny faith in Thonpsons witing prevailed and ultimately | was rewarded with a
prom se of hope and recovery in Karis character

| do reconmend it, along with the other books in the series. My strong
feelings/response to this novel sinply indicate how skilled Thonpson is at involving his
readers in his witing, eliciting a strong response in ne that not many witers can.
Reconmended.

A Bookworni s Wrl d:

Thompson i s Scandi navian noir at its best.

Myst ery Peopl e:

James Thonpson has slowy but surely made a name for hinmself as an author to watch in
the world of crinme fiction. H's series character Kari Vaara, a man who seens to get a
little rougher around the edges with each novel, has quickly becone one of ny current
favorites.

Oten tinmes authors in the crine genre wite characters who seeminvinci bl e, but
Thonpson is happy to dive head first into the psychol ogical issues that plague ordinary
peopl e who have faced extrene circunstances. Al of this works to deepen the scope of
the characters. By the end of Helsinki Blood you feel as though you really understand
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the notivations behind the actions. Each character is given care and attention, which
hurmani zes themon a level few witers ever reach

The appeal of the Kari Vaara series is broad enough for fans of all types of crinme

fiction. | picked up Thonpsons first novel, Snow Angels, on a whimand now | eagerly
await new material. If you give hima chance, Thonpson will make a believer out of you
as wel | .

Nor di ¢ Bookbl og:

Hel sinki Blood is a fascinating book. It is very well-witten, with an intense and rich
plot and lots of twist and turns, but first and forenost with a Iiving breathing

| nspector Vaara, spellbinding with his Weltsnertz and suffering. He is so human it

hurts; even when he does the right thing which is fairly rare he often does it for the
wrongest of reasons. And when he thinks he is helping the weak and saving humanity, he
is really nostly engaged in helping hinmself and his friends. And the convol uted
contradictions, delusions, savagery and general ness that is the story in Helsinki Blood
is exactly why you ought to read this book

Noi r Nati on:

If you want to read crinme fiction that is distinctive, read this. There have been many
conpari sons of Thonpsons style to other Nordic witers, but | think the anal ogi es fal
short and miss sonething that has energed fromthe dual culture at work in his novels.
He is not a native of Finland and that gives himan edge. Thonpson has carved his own
particular niche out of the first rate witing com ng out of the Nordic countries, and
it is one that |eaves you thirsty for nore. There is a conbination here of a precise
col d scal pel and humanity. Thonpson is an inheritor of Gothic Noir, and creator of the
det ached and invol ved, the ruined and redeened Vaara, an |Inspector who enbodies all the
contradictions that inhabit a life. I highly recomrend this.

The Readi ng Room

Hel si nki Bl ood solidifies Thonmson's status of a great storyteller who goes well beyond
creating just crine fiction. It is hard not to draw sone parallels here with The Grl
with Dragon Tattoo since Thomson has now shown us a fewtines that simlarly to Stieg
Larsson he is also prepared to tackle some serious social issues that plague
Scandi navi an countries: substance abuse, nationalism anti-inmigrant attitudes and
deeply ingrained crinmnal activities. Be forewarned that the whole series is not for
faint hearted but if you are looking for intelligent crine fiction that will keep you
reading till the middle of the night and will keep you thinking about it for a |ot
longer this is definitely a book to try.

Kittling Books:

If you savor complex, dark, gritty, beautifully witten stories about a flawed nan
determ ned to be and to do good, | highly reconmend Janes Thonpson.

Revi ewi ng the Evi dence:

It may be possible to think of this book as a transitional piece between Vaaras
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seem ngly hopel ess personal and professional situation and a nore solid basis for his
continued viability. As the book ends, we becone aware of this potential and | ook
forward to seeing it played out in Thonpsons next Inspector Kari Vaara install ment.

Czuk It:

The only reason | still have all ny fingernails is that | read it in |less than a day.
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