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Descri pti on:

During a meteoric career that spanned from 1825 to 1834, David Dougl as made the first
systematic collections of flora and fauna over many parts of the greater Pacific

Nort hwest. Despite his early death, colleagues in Great Britain attached the Dougl as
nane to noreThis volune is the conpani on book to a maj or nuseum exhi bit about Dougl as's
Pacific Northwest travels that opened at the Northwest Miuseum of Arts & Culture in
Spokane in Septenber 2012. than 80 different species, including the iconic tinber tree
of the region. David Douglas, a Naturalist at Wrk is a colorfully illustrated

coll ection of essays that exami nes various aspects of Douglas's career, denponstrating

t he connections between his work in the Pacific Northwest of the 19th century and the
pl ace we know today. Fromthe Colunbia River's perilous bar to |um nous bl oons of
nountain wildfl owers; fromever-changing frontiers of technology to the qui et seasona
rhythns of tribal famlies gathering roots, these essays collapse tine to shed Iight on
peopl e and | andscapes.

This volune is the conpani on book to a maj or nuseum exhi bit about Douglas's Pacific
Nort hwest travels that opened at the Northwest Miuseum of Arts & Culture in Spokane in
Sept enber 2012.

This volune is the conpani on book to a maj or nuseum exhi bit about Dougl as' Pacific
Nort hwest travels that opened at the Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture in Spokane in
Sept ember 2012

Revi ews

The Guardian (UK):

During a meteoric career that spanned from 1825 to 1834, David Dougl as nmade the first
systematic collections of flora and fauna over many parts of the greater Pacific
Northwest. Despite his early death, colleagues in Geat Britain attached the Dougl as
nane to nore than 80 different species, including the iconic tinber tree of the region
Davi d Douglas, a Naturalist at Work is a colorfully illustrated collection of essays
t hat exam nes various aspects of Douglas's career, denbnstrating the connections between
his work in the Pacific Northwest of the 19th century and the place we know today. From
the Colunmbia River's perilous bar to |um nous bl oons of nountain wldflowers; from
ever-changing frontiers of technology to the quiet seasonal rhythns of tribal fanmlies
gat hering roots, these essays collapse tine to shed |ight on people and | andscapes.

If you enjoyed the author's biography of David Douglas, The Collector, you should enjoy
t hi s book.



Lyanda Lynn Haupt, author of Crow Pl anet:

This new volume will delight anyone with an interest in wild Northwest history and the
naturalist's adventure. In these elegantly crafted essays, N sbet guides us beneath the
surface of Douglas's narrative, and into deeper questions of plants, people, and place.
The journey | eaves the reader inspired, challenged, and nore attuned to this unique
| andscape than ever before.

Estella B. Leopold, Professor Eneritus, University of Washington

The young David Dougl as comes alive with the reading of this incredible thoughtfu
account, where upon revisiting the exact sites where Douglas collected 199 years ago,

t he author charm ngly describes the species of plants and ani nals that Dougl as
encountered. This is a nust read for any of us interested in the natural history of the
Paci fi c Northwest.

The Seattle Tines:

A beautifully illustrated conmpanion to The Coll ector, the author's best-selling

bi ography of Dougl as that won the 2010 Pacific Northwest Booksellers Award, this vol une
offers 10 essays that examine the Scottish naturalist's three trips to the Northwest

bet ween 1825-1834 and connects themto nodern reality.

The Bel | i ngham Her al d:

Davi d Dougl as, A Naturalist at Wrk nakes perceptive connections between people and
pl ace, and tantalizing connections across tine.

The O egoni an:

The history of the Northwest is rich and vital, and readers interested in the region
are wel | -served by notivated historians and publishers conmitted to quality books. This
season's list is highlighted by anot her beautifully designed and witten book about
Davi d Dougl as by Jack Ni sbet of Spokane.

Cascadi a Weekly:

As exemplified in David Douglas: A Naturalist at Wrk, N sbets nmethod of interpreting
regional history isnt the usual staid recitati on of dates and facts. In pursuit of
bringing stories nearly 200 years old to life, he walks trails, visits reservations and
tribal elders, charters pilot boats, clinbs trees and wild-harvests food. Hi s studies
may begin by perusing old naps or historical journals in dusty archives, but his
curiosity soon has hi mbounding out the door and into the sane | andscapes his subjects
once roaned... Wat is noteworthy about his approach -- by first reporting, then

i nhabiting and finally extending these early explorations -- is that he actually places
hinself in direct lineage with the great literary naturalists of Anmerica. N sbhet is a
noder n-day John Miuir, clinmbing to the tops of precarious fir trees to collect cones, and
a contenporary of Henry David Thoreau, digging up native camas bulbs in order to taste
the earthy fruits of the |and.

Bar bara Ll oyd McM chael, The Booknonger:



Davi d Dougl as, A Naturalist at Wrk nakes perceptive connections between people and
pl ace, and tantalizing connections across tine.



