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Timed to coincide with the flood' s seventy-fifth anniversary, The Thousand-Year Flood is
the first conprehensive history of one of the npbst destructive disasters in Anerican
history. David Wel ky first shows how decades of settlenent put Onhio valley farns and
towns at risk and how politicians and planners repeatedly ignored the dangers. Then he
tells the gripping story of the river's inexorable rise: residents fled to refugee canps
and hi gher ground, towns inposed martial law, prisoners rioted, Red Cross nurses endured
terrifying conditions, and FDR di spatched t housands of relief workers. In a | andscape
fraught with dangersfrom unnoored gas tanks that becane floating bonbs to powerful
currents of filthy floodwaters that swept away whol e townspeopl e hastily rai sed sandbag
barricades, piled into overl oaded rowboats, and marvel ed at water that stretched as far
as the eye could see. In the flood' s aftermath, Wl ky expl ains, New Deal reforners,

ut opi an dreaners, and hard-pressed |locals restructured not only the flood-stricken
val l eys, but also the nation's relationship with its waterways, changes that continue to
affect |ife along the rivers to this day.

A striking narrative of danger and adventureand the mi x of heroismand generosity,
greed and pettiness that always acconpany di saster The Thousand- Year Fl ood breat hes new
life into a fascinating yet little-remenbered Anerican story.



