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As a counterpart to research on the 1930s that has focused on liberal and radica

witers calling for social revolution, David Wl ky offers this el oquent study of how

mai nstream print culture shaped and di ssem nated a nessage affirning conservative

m ddl e-cl ass val ues and assuring its readers that holding to these values woul d get them
t hrough hard tinmes. Through analysis of the era's nost popul ar newspaper stories,

magazi nes, and books, Wl ky exam nes how voi ces both outside and within the nedia
debat ed the purposes of literature and the neaning of cultural literacy in a nass
denocracy. He presents lively discussions of such topics as the newspaper treatnent of

t he Li ndbergh ki dnappi ng, issues of race in coverage of the 1936 O ynpic ganmes, donestic
dynam cs and gender politics in cartoons and nmagazi nes, Superman's evolution froma

radi cal outsider to a spokesman for the people, and the popul ar consunption of such
novel s as the Ellery Queen nysteries, Gone with the Wnd, and The Good Earth. Through

t hese cl ose readi ngs, Wl ky uncovers the subtle relationship between the nessages that
mai nstream nedi a strategically crafted and those that their target audi ence w shed to
hear .



