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A remarkabl e true story of adventure, betrayal, and survival set in one of the worlds
nost i nhospitabl e places.

In 1906, fromatop a snowswept hill in the ice fields northwest of G eenland
Conmander Robert E. Peary spotted a heretofore unknown |and | oomng in the distance. He
called it Crocker Land. Scientists and explorers agreed that Peary had found a new
continent. Several years later, two of Pearys disciples, George Borup and Donal d
MacM Il anwith the sponsorship of the American Museum of Natural Hi storyassenbled a team
of amateurs to investigate. They pitched their two-year mssion as a scientific tour de
force that would fill in the last blank space on the gl obe. Instead, the Crocker Land
Expediti on becane a five-year ordeal that endured Arctic blizzards, dw ndling supplies,
a fatal boating accident, a drunken sea captain, a shipweck, narooned rescue parties,
di sease, dissension, and a crewnan-turned-nurderer. Based on a trove of unpublished
letters, diaries, and field notes, A Wetched and Precarious Situation is a harrow ng
Arctic adventure unlike any other.

Revi ews
The New York Tines

Captures the details of life in a polar canp, conjuring its yowing dogs and bottles
of wi ne exploding fromthe cold, even the way an Inuit hunter kills an auk by squeezing
its heart before eating it raw. Polar historianswill be grateful to have the Crocker
Land expedition properly docunented.

Kirkus (starred review)

Maki ng magni fi cent use of docunments and recreating the yearslong Arctic sojourn with
the drama and i nmedi acy of a tension-filled adventure novel, the author conjures a
romanti c quest enblematic of the rugged nmanliness of the time. Long, leisurely, and
vastly entertaining.

Booklist (starred review)

For reasons that polar epics always attract readersthe hero confronting nature, the
pitiless extremities of that nature, and the psychol ogi cal warpi ng pol ar regi ons seemto
i nduceWel kys wel | -judged and well-witten revival of this obscure expedition augurs to
be as popular as any in the pol ar-exploration genre.

Publ i shers Weekly (starred review)

Drawi ng on extensive expedition diaries, Wl Kkys absorbing narrative highlights the
perils of polar travel, including ice that piled up in inmpassable ridges or broke
beneat h ones feet, fractious sled-dogs, |lethal weather, frosthite, disease, starvation
and exhaustion. This is a classic explorers narrative, pitting anbition against the
[imts of endurance.


http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/02/books/review/david-welky-wretched-precarious-situation.htmlsmid=tw-nytbooks&smtyp=cur
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/david-welky/a-wretched-and-precarious-situation/
http://www.booklistonline.com/A-Wretched-and-Precarious-Situation-In-Search-of-the-Last-Arctic-Frontier-David-Welky/pid=8310376
http://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-393-25441-9

Li brary Journa

Wl ky provi des an evenhanded and thoroughly researched portrayal of team | eader and
expl orer MacM Il an. This book fills in a significant and often overl ooked piece of the
Arctic exploration puzzle. Arctic enthusiasts, arnchair adventurers, and dreamners of
lost worlds will find rmuch to appreciate.

The Dallas Mrni ng News

A book to make you say, 'Vww Wo knew Arctic misery could be this nmuch fun' It
conbi nes excellent witing with in-depth, detailed research and puts Arctic exploration
in the context of its tinme, offering insights on the far north and pre-Wrld War
America's hunger for stories of adventure and discovery. It is also about |eadership
both good and bad. Wl ky manages to see inside the human psyche in ways that help
readers understand the chall enges of extrene isolation, physical trials and naggi ng
uncertainties. A Wetched and Precarious Situation shows Arctic exploration for what it
is and is not, and in so doing destroys the stereotypes pervading northern literature.
It falls squarely in the genre of literary historical nonfiction, with excellent witing
t hat combi nes sonme of the serious novelists techniques with information that can only
cone from hundreds of hours with long-forgotten diaries, letters and newspaper accounts
-- many of themtracked down in small collections at scattered | ocations.

Nat ural Hi story Magazi ne

A WRETCHED AND PRECARI QUS SI TUATION is the npost conplete and insightful book on the
expedi tion since MacMIlans 1918 nenoir, FOUR YEARS |IN THE WHI TE NORTH. Hi storian David
Wel ky, a professor at the University of Central Arkansas, has fashioned a penetrating
study of human character in a challenging environnment from what night have been a tale
of folly and di sappointnment. H's seanless narrative, chilling at tines and al ways
t hought - provoki ng, transports the reader to a tine when the Arctic was virtually as
harsh and inaccessible a place as the Mon or Mars.

The Expl orers Journa

Wl ky' s fast-noving, evocative narrative paints a vivid portrait of the men who, al ong
with their Inuit conpanions, risked their lives for "dreams of |ost continents awaiting
di scovery." The Literary Review

"What seens real is often not,"” wites Welky. "Qur brains fool us all the tine. W see
things fromthe corners of our eyes that aren't there...in the high latitudes...what you
see is not necessarily what is." Such is the burden of this book. On one level it is an
essay on the nature of reality; at another an account of the last, tragicom c chapter in
the so-called heroic age of polar exploration
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