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Descri pti on:
Grand Duke CGeorgii Al exandrovich arrives in Mdscow for the coronation, with three of his
children. During an afternoon stroll, daughter Xenia is dragged away by bandits, only to

be rescued by an el egant gentleman and his oriental sidekick. The passing heroes
i ntroduce thensel ves as Fandorin and Masa, but panic ensues when they realise that
four-year old Mkhail has been snatched in the confusion

A ransomletter arrives froman international crimnal demandi ng the handover of the
Count Orlov, an enornopus di anond on the royal sceptre which is due to play a part in the
coronation. Can the gentleman detective find Mkhail in time

Revi ews
The Washi ngt on Post :

As for Fandorin, the handsonme, athletic, extraordinarily clever detective with a
slight stutter, he domnates this, the seventh of his adventures to be published in the
States, as he always does w th Sherl ockian el an

The Wall Street Journal

Transl ated by Andrew Bronfield, M. Akunins idiosyncratic page-turner is stuffed with
action and laced with hunmor. In certain ways, it is rem niscent of discursive Russian
novel s of the 19th century and the social-satirical suspense classics of Wlkie Collins.
But conparisons cannot suffice for an author who is a virtuoso in his own right.
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