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Descri pti on:

For three years, Investigator Cassie Dewell has been on a hunt for a serial killer known
as The Lizard King. She al nost caught him..once. Wrking for the Bakken County, North
Dakota sheriffs department, Cassie has set what she believes is the perfect trap and she
has lured himand his truck to a depot. Standing by, ready to close the net, are half a
dozen undercover officers, including Cassies fiance lan. But the plan goes horribly
wong, and the blame falls to Cassie. Disgraced, she loses her job and an investigation
into her role is put into notion

At the same time, Kyle Westergaard, a troubled kid whom Cassi e has taken under her
wi ng, has disappeared, telling everyone he is going on a |long-planned adventure. Kyles
grandnot her begs Cassie to find himand with nothing el se to do, she agreesall the while
pl anning a new trap for The Lizard King. But Cassie is now a |lone wlf. And in the same
way that two streans converge into a river, Kyles di sappearance nmay have a nore sinister
nmeani ng t han anyone realizes. Wth no allies, no support, and only her own wits to rely
on, Cassie must take down a killer who is as ruthless as he is cunning. But can she do
it alone, without |osing her own hunmanity or her own life

Revi ews
Publ i shers Wekly (starred review:

Best sel | er Boxs excellent conclusion to a quartet of |oosely rel ated novel s that
started with 2011s Back of Beyond finds Cassie Dewell now the chief investigator for the
Bakken County (N.Dak.) Sheriffs Departnment. The intrepid, appealing Cassie relies on her
keen investigative instincts to hone in on Ronald Pergramin this top-notch thriller
whi ch makes vivid use of the American West.

The Washi ngt on Post:

Par adi se Vall ey reaches the sanme | evel of frightening realismthat made C.J. Boxs The
H ghway so terrifying. A sequel to that novel, Paradise Valley, makes an excell ent
concl usion to Boxs gripping The Hi ghway Quartet novels that have evolved into a hunt for
a serial killer who works as a | ong-haul trucker. Box keeps Paradise Valley taut, with
twists that are as suspenseful as they are believable. Terrifying scenes at a truck
stop, at a renote cabin and on a hilltop are not easily forgotten. The intuitive Cassie
continues to display her acunen, and we hope Box will find new stories for her and for
Kyl e, who suffers fromfetal alcohol syndrome. Although Box never allows synpathy nor
enpat hy for Pergram Box does show a glimer of humanity that remains in this killer
Box, best known for his |ong-running series about Woni ng gane warden Joe Pickett, has
becorme one of the best purveyors of stories about the new American Wst. He vividly
recounts how this part of North Dakota has gone froma boontown to a near bust with
unfi ni shed subdivisions littering the |andscape. As Paradi se Valley noves to Mntana,
Box shows that the best travel witing delves into a regions environs.


https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-250-05104-2

Bookr eporter:

VWet her you are a fan of the Joe Pickett novels or are unfamliar with Boxs work, you
must read the deceptively titled PARADI SE VALLEY. Box is at his absol ute best here,
i ntroducing interesting and nenorabl e characters throughout the book and m xi ng them
into a suspenseful, well-conceived and perfectly paced plot.

Li brary Jour nal

Box's many fans will devour this dark thriller, which is sure to be another hit for
t he aut hor.

Crinmnal El emrent:

This is nmy first C J. Box book, and it wont be ny last. Hes got a firmgrip on his
terrain as well as a good feel for small towns and how they function. Cassie is smart
and determ ned (and frequently funny), and she pits herself against a foe that Box could
easily have turned into a caricature, fitting himinto the cookie-cutter-killer nold
t hat populates so many thrillers. But he didnt. Dont get me wong, the Lizard King is a
ni ght mare (he uses shock collars to control his captives), but Box details a bit of his
past that shines a light on the nonster that hes beconme. In the end, hes just a man, one
that Cassie is determined to bring down. Fans already famliar with her character (from
The Hi ghway and Badl ands) will be thrilled, and new readers will certainly find a new
addi cti on.

The d obe and Mil

C.J. Box is one of Anerica's finest nystery authors. His | ong-running Joe Pickett
series never fails to break new ground. Paradise Valley narks the return of North Dakota
i nvestigator Cassie Dewell and is the third part of the Highway Quartet don't miss the
other two before you read this superb new book...This is one of Box's best.

The Provi dence Journal

C.J. Box gives his stalwart series staples Joe Pickett and Nate Romanowki a book off,
but Cassie Dewell proves to be every bit their equal in the perfectly plotted Paradise
Val | ey. Boxs trademark Hemi ngway-esque mnimalist prose is on keen display as usual, and
in Cassie Dewell hes created a femal e protagoni st every bit the equal of nore
traditional male genre staples. Riveting and rel entl ess.

Crine Revi ew

CJ Box shows that his character portrayals are not limted to nasculine types |like Joe
Pickett: Cassies world is filled in convincingly, detailing her frustrations both as a
| aw enforcement officer and as a nother of 12-year-old Ben and daughter of ex-hippie
| sabel . The sections dealing with Pergram nake hima credi bl e antagoni st, too,
notw t hst andi ng his warped and terrifying behaviour...the gripping plot soon makes it
difficult to take a break for reasons other than a house fire or other major emergency,
and the final pages produce a truly satisfying conclusion. Its great stuff.

Red Carpet Crash:

A thrilling chase through small town America in the Northwest with conpelling
characters and a conpelling bad guy in The Lizard King highlights this story of
determ nation to capture a serial killer
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