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VWhat if a total stranger was watching your every nove What if he read your nail

listened in on your phone calls, knew what you spoke of only to your nost trusted
confidants What if he | earned your routines Your weaknesses And, npst inmportant, what if
he di scovered those things you love and cling to ... and then he stripped you of them
And sat back to watch while you sel f-destructed

Boston private investigator Patrick Kenzie is about to anger such a man.

When Patrick first nmeets Karen N chols, she strikes himas the kind of wonman who irons
her socks an innocent froma protected upbringing, untouched by tragedy. But six nonths
| ater Karen commits suicide by |eaping fromone of Boston's nobst cheri shed nmonunments.
Patrick finds hinself wondering what can alter soneone so drastically, so quickly, that
sui ci de seens her only option. Yet what begins as idle curiosity soon becones obsessive
as Patrick suspects that the tragic events that befell Karen during the |ast nonths of
her life may not have been as random as they first appeared.

Enlisting the aid of his ex-partner and ex-flame, Angela Gennaro, as well as that of
his friend, the | ethally unbal anced Bubba Rogowski, Patrick enters into a treacherous
gane of cat-and-nouse with a man who, instead of nerely killing his victins, prefers to
make them wi sh they were dead. Through the final weeks of a stifling sumer, Patrick
Angi e, and Bubba wage psychol ogical warfare with this brilliant, depraved sociopath a
war that will bring themface-to-face with the sordid secrets of an affluent famly, a
brutal Mafioso, a cabal of tw sted kidnappers, and a perilous encounter in the msty
dark of a cranberry bog.

As the stakes grow higher and nore personal, they find they m ght be fighting a | osing
battl eagai nst an eneny the law can't touch, who is always one step ahead of them who is
gradual |y | earning their weaknesses, their loves, and is deternined to tear their worlds
apart.

Revi ews
Peopl e ("Beach Read of the Wek"):

An answered prayer for a sumrer nystery reader. Dennis Lehane shows a gift for
stringing out scenes and creating tension -- sexual, homcidal, you name it -- that
makes a reader eager to find out what comes next as Kenzie puzzles his way toward a
sadi stic killer. But don't race ahead and cheat yourself out of the |ocal pleasures.



Publ i shers Wekly (starred review:

Wth sharp dial ogue, inventively gruesone viol ence and the darkest of dark hunor,
Lehane's fifth novel proves again that he's the hippest heir of Hammrett and Chandl er

Kirkus Reviews (starred review):

Lehane ... wites |ike an angel on crystal nmeth.

Chi cago Tri bune:

Denni s Lehane delivers a conbination of high-energy thrills and dead-on portrayal s of
killers and ot her bad peopl e.

Phi | adel phia I nquirer:

Lehane is a master at balancing thriller gimmcks with wonderfully round characters.
The latter make this an A-plus novel -- the plus is for thrills.

Houst on Chroni cl e:

Fi ne characterization and edgy di al ogue. Prayers For Rain is packed with punchy action
sequences, uneasy stretches where the reader squirns in anticipation of inmpending
di saster, and plenty of dark hunor. Dennis Lehane has all the tools of a future G and
Master -- the dial ogue of Parker, the plotting of Block, the psychol ogi cal suspense of
Rendell -- and in Prayers For Rain he shows themoff to fine effect.

Rocky Mount ai n News:

Prayers For Rain is close to perfect in its pacing, characterizations, plot, and
suspense. It is a perfect book for the summer hammock, though it won't help you sl eep



