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Descri pti on:

Kenzi e and Gennaro are private investigators in the blue-collar nei ghborhoods and
ghettos of South Boston they knowit as only natives can. Wbrking out of an old church
bel fry, Kenzie and Gennaro take on a seemingly sinple assignnent for a prom nent
politician: to uncover the whereabouts of Jenna Angeline, a black cleaning woman who has
all egedly stolen confidential state documents.

Fi ndi ng Jenna, however, is easy conpared to staying alive once they' ve got her. The
i nvestigation escalates, inplicating nmenbers of Jenna's famly and rival gang | eaders
whi | e uncovering extortion, assassination, and child prostitution extending from
bonbed- out ghetto streets to the highest |evels of governnent.

A Drink Before the War, the first in Lehane's acclained series with Boston detectives
Patrick Kenzie and Angie Gennaro, is a remarkable debut that is at once a pul sating
crinme thriller and a mrror of our world, one in which the worst human horrors are found
cl osest to honme, and the npst vicious obscenities are comritted in the name of |ove.

Revi ews
Li brary Jour nal

In this first novel, set in Boston, violence swirls around narrator Patrick Kenzie and
partner Angl eo Gennaro. This intrepid investigative duo are hired by two state senators
to locate a bl ack cl eani ng woman who fil ched several sensitive "documents." They find
her easily enough, but the items she took, which point to child prostitution and
political corruption, cause gang warfare and murder. Lehane's mnimal use of literary
ref erences hel ps establish character, as do his frequent allusions to child abuse and
wi fe battering. Rough and tunble action for a high energy, likable pair.

Sher man Al exi e:

My favorite novel [this year] is a nystery called A Drink Before the War ... Set in
Boston, and featuring a wonderful pair of private detectives in Patrick Kenize and
Angel a Gennaro, this first novel is a racially charged, violent, hunorous, and tragic
work. Lehane is not afraid to be nakedly political, didactic even, while offering us a
thrilling ride through the nean streets of Boston. Read this guy now and you'll be able
to brag about it later when his career really takes off.

John Dufresne:

Reading A Drink Before the War is |ike watching Robert B. Parker and John Updi ke duke
it out phrase by phrase on sone steany night in Boston's Conmbat Zone. Christ, Lehane
wites beautiful sentences! Wth a single stroke, Dennis Lehane has established hinself
as a player to watch in the business of crine literature.

Bookl i st :



Aterrific first novel and, one hopes, the beginning of a superb series.
Ki rkus Revi ews:

A lively debut about residents of the Boston netropolitan area who don't sumer in
Hyanni sport.

Bost on d obe:
Move over, Spenser ... Score this one a smashing success.
St. Petersburg Tines:

Expl osive ... Spectacular ... Once you begin A Drink Before the War, you'll resent
every mnute you have to spend away fromit.

Bost on Sunday d obe:
Harsh and chilling ... An absolutely terrific story.
Ol ando Senti nel

Denni s Lehane sets off some real fireworks ... A d Boston politicos and young
Uzi-toting warlords ... Lehane handles it all with a veteran's aplonb. The viol ence of
his story is balanced by the grace of his prose and the norality of his characters.

James W Hal | :

What a first novel! Smart, hip and noving ... |'mbetting Lehane is going to be a nane
to reckon with in years to cone.

Mystery News:

Wtty, strong and evocative ... A powerful story and a superbly witten one ... Lehane
does everything well ... Kenzie and Gennaro are beautifully crafted protagonists ..
Sone of the best prose |'ve read this year.



