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Descri pti on:
Joe Pickett's pursuit of a killer through the rugged nountains of Woning takes a
horrifying turn when his bel oved foster daughter is kidnapped. Now it's personal

Revi ews
Bookl i st (starred review:

Box makes it a resounding three for three with this worthy successor to |ast years
cel ebrat ed Savage Run, which followed his acclai ned debut, Open Season (2001). The story
opens with anot her gal vani zi ng set piece -- a Box specialty -- as Joe Pickett, gane
war den of Wom ng's Twel ve Sleep County, is caught in a nountain blizzard with a dead
body beside himin his pick-up truck. The body belongs to a federal bureaucrat, nuch
hated by the locals, who may have been killed by a group of survivalists who cal
t hensel ves the Sovereigns. Pickett isn't sure he buys the connection, but when a couple
of bloodthirsty FBlI agents arrive in town determned to use the incident as an excuse to
attack the Sovereigns, a |la Waco, Joe knows he's landed in an all-too-famliar position
-- caught in the mddle between two sets of bad guys, one of whom works for the
government. Matters turn personal when Joe's foster daughter is kidnapped by her
troubl ed nother, now living in the Sovereign canp. Box handles this controversia

mat eri al superbly, show ng vividly how government rigidity causes human tragedy in the
nane of patriotism Pickett remains an utterly synpathetic, Gary Cooperish hero, but as
the series devel ops, he has begun to darken noticeably. Boxs version of M. Smith lives
in Woning, but Washington keeps coming to him clear-cutting individual human |ives
with its ever nmore virulent strain of bureaucracy. Pickett is our voice for decency in
the wi | derness, but he's getting steadily angrier. A superb nystery series with an
urgent nessage for troubled tines.

The Washi ngt on Post:

...exquisite descriptions... H's story noves snoothly and suspensefully...

The Denver Post:

C.J. Box has done it again....gripping...packed with a huge punch

Chi cago Sun-Ti nmes:

Box wites lyrically of...nountains and forests, the herds of elk that nove anpbng them



and the snowstornms that turn the world white as his story unfolds..

Publ i shers Weekl y:

Box's description of the harsh yet splendid Woning | andscape is vivid and nmenor abl e,
hi s handling of conplex social issues evenhanded and unsentinental..

Ki rkus Revi ews:

The latest in an award-w nning series set in the Bighorn Muntains...(a) gift for
nonstop action and his ability to see every side of the nost divisive issues in the
West . ..



