Title: Open Season
Author: C.J. Box

Descri pti on:

Joe Pickett is a Wom ng gane warden who, with the shot of a rifle, is thrust into a
race to save not only an endangered species, but to unravel a nystery that threatens the
life and the famly he | oves.

Revi ews
Publ i shers Weekly (starred review)

Ent husi astic blurbs even fromlum naries such as Tony Hillernan, Les Standiford and
Loren Estleman can sonetinmes | eave readers feeling as if they nust have read a different
book altogether. Not this tine. Box's superb debut, the first in a series introducing
Woni ng ganme warden Joe Pickett, should i mediately make him a contender for best first
novel or even best novel awards. Young Joe is struggling to fill the shoes of his
ment or, |egendary Vern Dunnegan, as warden of Twelve Sl eep County, and trying to support
his wife and growing famly on the neager salary he nakes. The hours are long, the work
hard but satisfying, and Joe's honesty and integrity would pay off if he could avoid
"bonehead nmoves" |ike ticketing the governor of the state for fishing without a |icense,
for instance, or allow ng a poacher to grab Joe's firearmfromhim When that very sane
poacher turns up dead and bl ocodied in Joe's woodpile with only a cool er containing
uni dentified aninmal scat, his life, livelihood and famly will never be the sanme. Upping
the excitement are a couple of nmurders, local political and bureaucratic intrigue, a
hi gh- st akes pi peline scheme and an endangered species that Joe's el dest daughter
"di scovers." No one has done a better job of portraying the odd conbi nati on of hardy and
fool hardy fol k that make their homes in Woning's wilderness areas, or of describing the
di chot ony between those who want to devel op the area and those who want to preserve it.
Wthout resorting to sinmplistic blacks and whites, Box fuses ecol ogi cal thenes, vibrant
descriptions of Wom ng's wonders and peculiarities, and fully fleshed characters into a
debut of riveting tensions. Meet Joe Pickett: he's going to be a nystery star

Gto Penzler:

Mystery debuts are both exciting and problematic. Exciting, because one may al ways be
about to discover the next Hammett or Chandler (or so the copywiters and publicists
woul d have us believe), and problematic because originality in such a well-grooved genre
i s becoming nore and nore at a prem um

I n advance revi ews, Open Season has been pronounced "sonething special," (Booklist),
and it lives up to the billing. It is not C.J. Box's skill at plotting (the story of
greedy business interests and |local corruption is fine, but fanliar), but rather the



character of hero Joe Pickett, a Woning gane warden, that nakes this a series kickoff
to remenber. Like all the best nmystery protagonists, Pickett is stubbornly ready to risk
everyt hing when his own personal sense of norality is at stake. But Joe is also a guy
who sonetinmes gets things wong, and this characteristic of nessing up adds a di nension
of humanity to the book.

C.J. Box nmakes the town of Twelve Sl eep, Woning (where Joe and his pregnant wife and
hi s daughters have cone to live in a tiny house that could be a lot nicer if Joe only
had a job that paid better), cone alive to the extent that one can al nost snell the
crisp mountain air and pine needles. The locals display an inpressive array of grudge
hol di ng and "don't nmess with us" attitudes, but Joe is unwilling to forget he's sworn to
uphol d and enforce a full battery of |aws that nany of these nei ghbors have no intention
of obeyi ng.

VWen a wel | - known poacher, with whom he has humiliatingly tangl ed, suddenly turns up
dead in his own backyard, Joe finds hinmself at the top of a downward path that, first,
will lead to nore bodies and then will put his entire family into peril. Open Season
doesn't pull its punches, and Box does allow bad things to happen to happen to good
people. Read it and find out how skillfully he handles both his hero's conplexities and
al so the anmbiguities inherent in alife dedicated to | aw enforcenent.

Mar gar et Mar on:
C. J. Box has hit the bull's eye his first time up

Lee Chil d:

A fabul ous debut a great crine novel and a great nodern-day Western rolled into one.
Al the elenents are here a trenendous sense of Wom ng's scenic grandeur, vivid
characters, and a high-stakes plot that nmoves |like a rifle bullet. C J. Box is a keeper



