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Descri pti on:

In her debut novel for adults, Kyoko Mori has drawn on ancient nyths, reworked wth her
hal | mark lyrical prose, to probe the eternal question: Gven the fragility of life, is
love too great a risk

Maya Ishida is no stranger to sorrow. Torn fromher artist father and native Japan as a
child, raised by her cold, anbitious nmother in Mnneapolis, she has finally put together
alife with few disruptions: a marriage to a man who never asks questions, a quiet job
weavi ng cl ot hes.

But when her father dies, Maya is pulled back into the nenory of their parting. She
nmust question her placid marriage, her decision not to become an artist, and even the
precari ous peace she made with her nother, before she can be released to feel passion
ri sk change, and fall in |ove.

Revi ews
The New York Ti nmes Book Revi ew:

A qui et heartbreaki ng novel that has as much to say about art as it does about | onging.

Publ i shers Weekl y:

This first foray into adult fiction by YA author and nenoirist Mri (Shizuko's Daughte
r; The Dream of Water) is graceful inits sinplicity of |language and in the subtle way
in which Eastern and Western folk tales are interlaced with the plot line. The pace of
the book is perhaps too leisurely, nmaintaining a calm unruffled tone even at the
enoti onal apex, but despite the mannered structure, Maya's cultural identity and famly
history are lucidly invoked, and her struggle energes as a universal one.

Li brary Jour nal

The aut hor of Shizuko's Daughter, a New York Times Best Young Children's Book, and the
menoir Polite Lies, Miri (creative witing, Harvard) unveils her first work of fiction
for adults. The story opens with 34-year-old Maya, a Wsconsin artisan, |earning of the
death of her father in Japan. Throughout, Maya searches her nmenories to find any
evi dence of |ove fromher estranged father, an artist with whomshe lived in Japan unti
she was sent to her nother and stepfather in Arerica. In a work revol ving around
rel ati onships, Mri takes the reader on Maya's journey of self-discovery. Quiet and
reclusive by nature, she undergoes numerous enotional struggles, such as dealing with
her tw ce-divorced nother and confronting the disintegration of her own narriage while
flirting with the notion of an inpending affair. As a whole, Mri's work and narration
are deeply thoughtful and is reconmended for larger fiction collections.



Bookl i st :

Mori's first adult novel explores the ways that people | earn how to express and receive
| ove.

Ki r kus Revi ews:

Menoirist Mori (Polite Lies, 1998, etc.) offers her first adult novel, a neditative
t hough not very synpathetic | ook at one woman's journey in reconciling her |onely
chil dhood with the bl eak present she has created for herself.



