Title: The Contracted Wirld: New and Mdre Sel ect ed Poens

Aut hor: Peter Meinke

Descri pti on:

The Contracted World includes representative poens from four of Peter Meinke's previous
collections. In poenms that show us what it is like to grow up in Anerica, |ove, nature,
cities, sports, war, and peace are filtered through the inmaginati on and verbal skills of
one of our brightest poets.

The new poens experiment with form and address a life that is shrinking in specific
ways: the poet is aging, the world is getting smaller, our post-9/11 freedons are
erodi ng, and our choices seemfewer and | ess attractive. Despite feelings of anger and
| onel i ness, the narrator speaks to us in a personal, accessible, and often hunorous
Voi ce.

Revi ews
Col df ront Magazi ne:

[ Mei nke' s poens] never omit the nmusic of |anguage and a real search for neaning; and
while by turns playful, satirical and paradoxical, they never undercut their honesty by
descendi ng i nto nonsense.



